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(Jumper, Brittany. Picturesque old

houses above which are the twin

spires of S. Corentin's Cathedral

it was known as Montagne-sur-
Odet. It is the birthplace of
Laennec (1781-1826), inventor of
the stethoscope. In early times
Quimper was the capital of Cor-
uouailles. Pop. (1954) 19,352.

Quimperle. Town of Brittany,
France, in the dept. of Finistere.
It stands at the confluence of the
Elle and the Tsole, 92 m. S.E. of
Brest. The church of S. Michel
dates from the 14th-15th centuries,
and that of Ste. Croix, restored
1862, is modelled on the church of
the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem.
Trade is carried on in wood, grain,
cattle, butter, wax. honey, and
hides. The place was known in the
Cth century, when Gonthiern, a
king of Cambria, after abdicating
his throne, built a hermitage at
the confluence of the two rivers.
This was transformed in the 9th

century into an abbey, around
which grew the modern town.
Quimperle dates its importance
from 1271. Pop. (1954) 10,030.

Quin, JAMES (1693-1766). An
English actor. Born in London
of Irish descent, Feb. 24, 1693,
and educated in Dublin, he came
into notice by his rendering of
Bajazet in Tamerlane at Drury
Lane Theatre, London, 1715, and
by killing a fellow actor in a duel.
For many years he played lead-
ing parts at Lincoln's Inn
Fields and Covent Garden. In
1746 he challenged comparison
with Garrick, when he appeared as
Horatio to his Lothario in The
Fair Penitent, as Falstaff to his
Hotspur in Henry IV, and as Glos-
ter to his Hast-
ings in Jane
Shore, both ac-
tors also im-
pcrso n at i ng
Richard III.
Quin retired in
1751, and died
at Bath, Jan.
21,1766. There
James Quin, is an anony-
English actor mous Life, 1766,
reprinted in revised form, 1887.
Quince. One of various trees
and shrubs of the family Rosaccae,
genus Pyrus. Native to Europe,

Quimperle, Brittany. Eue des Ecoles
and the church of S. Michel

Quince.    Branch with leaves and
fruit ; inset, flowers

Japan, and China, the common
species was introduced into Britain
in 1573. Quinces vary in height
from 5 to 20 ft., and are readily
propagated by layers or suckers in
autumn. They flourish in moist
soil. The pear-shaped, astringent,
yellow fruit is used in jellies.

Quince, PETER. Character in
A Midsummer Night's Dream, by
Shakespeare. A carpenter, ho
comes in as leader of six Athenian
workmen and producer of the
play they are to put on for Duke
Theseus's wedding; but he is
usually talked down by Nick
Bottom. Quince, however, de-
livers the famous prologue in

which all the full stops are
wrongly placed. See Midsummer
Night's Dream.
Quincunx (Lat.). Arrange-
ment of five things, one in each
corner and one in the centre of a
square or oblong space, as in play-
ing-cards or dice. The term is
applied to trees arranged in an
orchard so that those in one row
face the spaces between those in
the neighbouring row; also to a
reliquary, the four outer parts of
which, two on each side, close over
the central part. In the fighting
formation of the Roman legion the
maniples are said to have been
arranged in quincunx order.
Quincy. City and river port of
Illinois, U.S.A., the co. seat of
Adams co. It stands opposite the
state of Missouri on the Missis-
sippi river, here spanned by a fine
rly. bridge, 265 m. S.W. of Chicago,
and gives its name to the Chicago,
Burlington, and Quincy rly. Manu-
factures include stoves, pumps,
boots and shoes, machinery, and
show cases. Settled in 1821,
Quincy was incorporated in 1834,
and received a city charter in 1839.
In the steamboat era it was a focal
point in river traffic and the second
city of Illinois. Pop. (1950)41,450.
Quincy. City of Massachusetts,
U.S.A., in Norfolk co. It is situ-
ated 8 m. S.E. of Boston and 1|
m. from the sea, on the New York,
New Haven, and Hartford rly.
Quincy granite is exported in large
quantities; the horse-rly, made
1826-27 to transport the granite
for the Bunker Hill monument was
the first rly. in the U.S.A. The
city manufactures boots and shoes,
soaps and chemicals, has a boat-
yard, and contains the Adams
Academy and the Woodward
Institute. It owes much to immi-
grants who entered quarries and
shipyards in the 19th century.
The old Quincy House, a fine
specimen of colonial architecture,
is a museum of Colonial and
Revolutionary antiquities. John
Hancock, John Adams, and his
son John Quincy Adams were
natives. Settled *in 1625 as Mt.
Wollaston, and one of the oldest
inhabited places in the state,
Quincy took its present name in
1792 and became a city in 1888.
Population (1950) 83,835.
Quinet, EDGAR (1803-75).
French author, born Feb. 17,
1803, at Bourg-en-Bresse. After
extensive travels he was appointed
professor in Lyons university 1839,
and in the College de France,
184L An active Radical in poli-
tics, he was exiled after the
coup d'etat, 1851, but returned to